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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 01853 18234IZ 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-07 COME-00 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 /024W 

I90954Z 072380/21 

R 180457Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3215 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1853 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: SPOP, ECON, EGEN 

SUBJECT: NZ ANNUAL BIRTHRATE IS DECREASING 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE LATEST RELEASE EROM THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATISTICS LIVE BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE YEAR ENDED 
MARCH 31, 1977 TOTALLED 55,172 (VS 56,328 FOR 1976 AND 58,452 
FOR 1975). THE ANNUAL BIRTH RATE PER 1,000 MEAN POPULATION 
WAS 17.68 IN THE LATEST MARCH YEAR (VS 18.19 FOR 1976 A D 
19.18 FOR 1975). 

2. FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 1977 THE EQUIVALENT 
ANNUAL BIRTH RATE PER 1,000 MEAN OF POPULATION WAS 17.89 
(VS 17.9 AND 18.55 FOR THE MARCH QUARTERS OF 1976 AND 1975 
RESPECTIVELY). LIVE BIRTHS IN THE LATEST MARCH QUARTER WERE 
67 MORE THAN FOR THE MARCH QUARTER OF 1976. 

3. DEATHS REGISTERED FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1977 
TOTALLED 25,856 VS 25,301 FOR 1976 AND 24,913 FOR 1975. 

4. NATURAL INCREASE CONTRIBUTED 29,316 TO THE 
POPULATION GAIN IN THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1977 VS 
31,027 FOR THE PREVIOUS MARCH YEAR AND 33,512 FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED MARCH 1975. 
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